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Key Differences Between Little League (LL) Rules and 

Major League Baseball Rules (OBR) 

Obstruction 

Overview 

LL addresses obstruction in Rule 7.06 and in the definitions within Rule 2.00. OBR 

addresses obstruction in Rule 6.01(h). Most of the two rulesets are the exact same for 

obstruction. They both define two types of obstruction: a play being made on a runner 

versus a play not being made on the runner. 

Little League 7.06.(a)-(b) is the exact same as 601.h.(1)-(2) and treat obstruction and 

how to place runners when obstruction occurs the exact same.  

There are two big differences. 

First Difference Between LL and OBR  

LL in both 7.06.(b) Note 2 and the definition of Obstruction makes it clear that the 

fielder must have possession of the ball. Furthermore, LL umpire training manual 

expands to make it clear that possession and not “imminent” or “in the act of 

fielding the ball” is what matters. OBR 6.01.(h) comment allows for the umpire 

judgment on whether the fielder was “in the act of fielding a ball” and if the 

fielder needed to occupy that space in that act, then obstruction may not be 

called.  

Example … Ground ball to the third baseman who throws wild and forces the first 

baseman to move into the baseline where the batter-runner is running. This 

causes the batter-runner to slow down and because of that, the first baseman 

tags the batter-runner. In LL, this is obstruction and batter-runner awarded first 

base. In OBR, umpire judgment on whether the first baseman needed to be there 

to field that throw.  
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Second Difference Between LL and OBR  

In LL the definition of obstruction includes a fake tag made by the fielder on a 

runner. Therefore, in LL, if a fielder makes a fake tag (a tag without the ball), it is 

obstruction.  

OBR does not have a rule against a fake tag. 

Batter or Runner Interference 

Overview 

LL addresses batter and runner interference in Rule 7.09. OBR addresses batter and 

runner interference in Rule 6.01(a). The two rule sets are the same on batter and runner 

interference. 

Differences Between LL and OBR 

None. 

Catcher Interference 

Overview 

LL addresses catcher interference in Rule 6.08.(c). OBR addresses catcher interference in 

Rule 6.01(c). The two rule sets are the same on batter and runner interference. 

Differences Between LL and OBR 

None. 

Umpire Interference 

Overview 

LL addresses umpire interference in Rule 6.08.(d). OBR addresses catcher interference in 

Rule 6.01(f). The two rule sets are the same on batter and runner interference. 

Differences Between LL and OBR 

None. 
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Balks 

Overview 

LL addresses balks in Rule 8.05. OBR addresses balks in Rule 6.02(a). Most of the two 

rulesets are the exact same for balks. Specifically, in both rulesets there are 13 total 

actions that if a pitcher takes is a balk. There are four big differences between LL and 

OBR related to balks.  

 Differences Between LL and OBR  

1. The first difference is that in LL Majors and under, there are no balks but rather 

these actions are an illegal pitch with the penalty being a ball instead of runners 

advancing one base. 

2. The pitcher removing one hand from the ball is not a balk or an illegal pitch in 

Majors or under in LL. 

3. The pitcher not coming to a stop is not a balk or an illegal pitch in Majors or 

under in LL. 

4. The big difference .. In LL, a pitcher can feint a throw to third base and it is not a 

balk. In OBR, a feint to third base is a balk. These are covered in LL Rule 8.05.(b) 

and OBR 6.02.(a).(2). 

 

Pitcher Timing 

Overview 

LL addresses pitcher timing in Rules 8.03 and 8.04. OBR addresses pitcher timing in 

Rules 5.07.(b) and 5.07.(c). Most of the two rulesets are the exact same for pitcher 

timing except for two differences.  

 Differences Between LL and OBR  

• The first difference is that LL allows up to 8 pitches so long as they can be thrown 

in one minute or less. OBR does not specific a limit. 

• In LL, when bases are unoccupied, the pitcher must deliver the pitch within 20 

seconds of receiving the ball. In OBR, this is 12 seconds.  
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Batting Distances for Home Run versus a Double 

Overview 

LL addresses home run distances in Rules 6.09.(d) and 6.09.(h). OBR home run distances 

in Rules 5.05.(a).(5) and 5.05.(a).(9). The concepts are the same but the distances are 

different.   

 Differences Between LL and OBR  

• LL and OBR home run distances are the same for LL Junior and Senior at 250 feet. 

• LL is 165 feet for Major and below while OBR is 250 feet.  

• LL is 200 feet for Intermediate while OBR is 250 feet. 

Other 

• In Major or under, runner is out sliding headfirst into a base. The runner can slide 

headfirst back to a base.  

• LL Rule 7.13 about leaving the base early in Major and under is unique to LL and 

not in OBR (Read this Carefully). 

• LL Rule 8.06 dictates mound visits which differs from OBR. In summary: 

o In all divisions except Minor: 

▪ Must pull pitcher on second visit in an inning. 

▪ Must pull pitcher on third overall trip for the game. 

o In Minor: 

▪ Must pull pitcher on third visit in an inning. 

▪ Must pull pitcher on fourth overall trip for the game. 

• LL has run rules whereas OBR do not. The following are the run rules: 

o Major and under: 15 runs after 3 innings (or 2 ½ if home team is up by 15 

runs), 10 runs after 4 innings (or 3 ½ if home team is up by 10 runs), OR 8 

runs after 5 innings (or 4 ½ if home team is up by 8 runs. 

o Intermediate, Junior, Senior: 15 runs after 4 innings (or 3 ½ if home team 

is up by 15 runs), 10 runs after 5 innings (or 4 ½ if home team is up by 10 

runs), OR 8 runs after 6 innings (or 5 ½ if home team is up by 8 runs.. 

• On a dropped third strike, the batter is out when they go back in their dugout in 

LL but out when they leave the dirt circle in OBR. 

• In LL Major and under, no leading off and can’t steal until the ball crosses the 

plate. 
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• In LL, courtesy runners for the pitcher or catcher with two outs. If batting the 

lineup, the last out should be the courtesy runner. If not batting the lineup, the 

same person can’t be the courtesy runner for both the pitcher and catcher.  

• In LL Major and under, no on deck hitters and no metal spikes. 

• Bats: 

o In LL Major and under, USA certified and no more than 33” 

o In LL Intermediate and Junior, USA certified and no more than 34” 

o In LL Senior, BBCOR certified and no more than 36” 


